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The	Do-Something	List		
 

 
 

After hearing me speak, people ask me all the time, “What should I do?” It’s a hard question to answer! 

But I get it. I really do. Folks are inspired to engage in the work of reconciliation and want to know how 

to get the ball rolling. The answer is complicated because of course there is no check list for 

reconciliation. It’s something that you really must embrace with the whole of your life. In the interest of 

giving folks a few ideas to kick-start the shift in trajectory, I’d like to offer this list. It’s not something 

that you’ll work through and then be finished. Reconciliation is an ongoing process, but this will 

hopefully help you get started! 

 
 
Donate Your Service to Another Group of People 
Donating your time and effort to serving others not only fulfills you personally but also demonstrates the 

love of Jesus. Whether you are serving the poor, the aged, widows, orphans, or the imprisoned, regardless 

of color or culture, you will be extending the compassion of Christ. 

 
Open Your Heart 
Ask God to help you get a handle on any negative attitude you might have toward a race of 

people. Prayerfully repent and ask God to root this out of your heart. 

 
Start Building Bridges 
Think of three or four setting where you can place yourself to build relationships with people 

from different racial backgrounds. For example, think about where you live, go to church, shop, buy gas, 

work out, go to the library, or socialize. Befriend others who are different from you as the Lord provides 

opportunities. Be on the lookout for the doors God is opening, and walk through them by faith. 
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Offer Your Resources 
What ministries do you support? Are they all white, all black, all Latino, all Asian, or some 

other unicultural group? What vendors, manufacturers, and legal services do you contract with? What 

authors and books do you read? Look at yourselves and identify the color and culture of 90 percent of 

the authors. What businesses do you support? What missionary efforts do you give to? What banks hold 

your resources? 

 
Memorize the Truth 
Jesus said, “Sanctify them by the truth; your word is truth” (John 17:17). God’s Word in the hearts of God’s 

people equips us with God’s power and authority. Commit to memory the following six Scripture 

passages and meditate on what they mean: 2 Corinthians 5:17–20; Matthew 28:19-20; Ephesians 2:14; 

John 17:23; Galatians 3:28; Acts 17:26 

 
Educate Yourself 
Reading books on race relations and multicultural ministry is critical for the process of learning and 

listening. Consider taking a college course in cultural diversity, race relations, African- American history, 

or other sociological areas that may expand your learning. 

 
Teach and Train 
If you are a pastor or church leader, begin to think through the core values and mission of your ministry 

to evaluate its consistency with the ministry of reconciliation. Begin to teach those who are following 

you about the biblical perspective on race.  Put the subjects of race, reconciliation, and matters of justice 

on your preaching or teaching schedule to open the eyes and ears of God’s people.  Train your children 

and friends to confront when you hear or see racism or prejudice. Use these incidents as teachable 

moments to help redirect people toward God’s will for racial unity, equality, and inclusion. 
 


